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2016 Events:

Marchand
2016
May is coming
the activities at Old
Newsletter
Falls Village are really firing up! We

• Old Falls Village

Days
th

June 4 & 5

are making plans for Old Falls Village
Days June 4 and 5. We will have
dedications and celebrations!

th

• Civil War

We need volunteers to help with this
wonderful event. In fact we will need
volunteers for all of the coming events.

Encampment
th

July 16 & 17

th

• Quarterly Meeting
August details in July
Newsletter

• Artist Ride

th

September 16 thru 18

A hearty thank you to all who are
helping with the activities of our
historical society. See you all at the
summer fun in Old Falls Village.

th

-Warren

Newsletter
will have a Harley Davidson Motor
Cycle Show on Saturday. On Sunday
there will be motor bikes and peddle
bicycles from local residents. Quilts
will be displayed throughout the houses
on both days.
Admission is free
Saturday from 8-10 am.
Paid
admission begins at 10 am on
Saturday and Sunday. We are still
looking for volunteers.
If you or anyone you know would like
to volunteer or needs volunteer hours,
please contact Chris Schultz at 2519162 or Marilyn Schneider at 2517682.

• Halloween Family

Fun Night
th

October 21 & 22

nd

• Silver Tea
December 4

th

Steichen House
Dedication
th

June 4 11 am During Old
Falls Village Days. Story
on page two.

50 Years Charter
Member
Story on page two.

April Quartley
Meeting
Story on page three.

TIN IN TOUCH WITH HISTORY
In Touch With History, a prelude to Old
Falls Village Days, is coming soon. In
Touch With History will take place on
June 3. If you are helping, please arrive
by 7:45 a.m. so we can designate
where everyone will serve. This is a
fun filled day spent teaching the
younger generation about life as it used
to be. This event is by invitation only for
second and third graders, providing a
hands on experience with history. It
includes activities such as fire starting,
flintlock loading, corn husking, cross
cut sawing, blacksmith demo, ice
cream making, butter Churning.
School representatives should contact
us for participation information at 262250-3901
or
e-mail
mfhistory@yahoo.com.
OLD FALLS VILLAGE DAYS
We are almost ready for this year’s Old
Falls Village Days event taking place
on June 4 and 5. We will have antique
tractors and trucks, antique gas
engines, various demonstrations, a
country market, silent auction, music,
children’s area and many other
activities for the family to enjoy. We

CIVIL WAR ENCAMPMENT

The Civil War Encampment is July 16
and 17. We have many fun filled
activities for the young and old.
If you are a civil war buff or just want
to learn more about our history in the
civil war this is the place to be.
We have speakers of the times,’
photographs, various demonstrations
and a realistic battle on both Saturday
and Sunday. Please join us for this
learning experience.
For more information please see our
website www.oldfallsvillage.com under
events.
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March 2016
a receipt for your tax deductable
Newsletter
donation.

The schedule for the completion of
the house, dedication and viewing
of the displays is planned during
Old Falls Village Days on June 4th
at 11 AM.

Steichen House

The Menomonee Falls Historical
Society is in the process of turning
the Steichen House (the white
house on the south end of Old
Falls Village) into a museum about
Edward
Steichen
and
Carl
Sandburg.
We are in need of items to be put
on display inside the house.
For
the
Steichen
Room:
film drying stand (usually used to
hang black and white film while
drying), black and white solution
trays, vintage cameras, any items
related to Edward Steichen or Carl
Sandburg.
For
the
Military
Room:
footlockers (any branch), nine
hats and helmets (any branch),
ten
to
twelve
uniforms (any branch and time
period, prefer WWII or older),
woman's uniform, dress forms,
military duffle bag.
Please contact us if you have any
items to be donated to the
Historical Society. You will receive

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS AS
CHARTER MEMBER
Menomonee
Falls
Historical
Society celebrates fifty years as
charter member of The Wisconsin
State Historical Society this year.
In the mid 1960’s, the Menomonee
Falls Senior Women’s Club
learned of the historical value of
the Miller Davidson House. They
voted in Nov. of 1964 to pursue its
possession by the Village, and
after many public meetings,
decided to organize a group to
operate the house as a museum
open to the public. An interim
officer slate was set up to make
plans for the Society.
Seven village residents, including
the four temporary officers,
worked with the Village Attorney to
set up by-laws for the Society.
January 8, 1966, approval was
given for that charter by the Board
of Curators of the State Historical
Society.
On February 15, 1966, the state
director, presented the certificate
of affiliation to the interim group
with
many
compliments,
indicating,

Newsletter
“You’ve recognized the fact that
your community must understand,
appreciate, respect and know it’s
history.” The certificate itself was
white with red lettering and a gold
seal. With the acceptance of that
certificate,
Menomonee
Falls
became one of some 88
representative historical societies.
Today, that certificate hangs on
the wall of the Public House along
with subsequent awards earned
by the Historical Society. There
will be an enlarged copy on
display in the Miller Davidson
House during every 2016 event,
for easier public perusal. Back in
the 60’s, dues ranged from $1
annually, to $100 for a lifetime
membership. Membership was
open to any resident interested in
the history of the village of
Menomonee Falls. After 50 yrs.,
we are proud to still be here, and
having acquired more buildings,
expanding our house museum into
a whole village. Past and present
members of this society have
much to be proud of, and many
thanks go to those who continue
to support it.
On the next page there is a copy
of the Certificate that will be
displayed in the Harley Davidson
House during “Old Falls Village
Days”
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APRIL QUARTERLY MEETING

March 2016
Newsletter The April quarterly meeting was held in the Public house on
April 27 2016. Twenty-four members and guest were
present. President Warren Granke welcomed everyone and
provided a quick overview of the events and celebrations
coming up this summer.

Brook Gilley Naturalist

CHARTER MEMBER
CERTIFICATE

Vikki Schmidt gave an update on efforts being made to
update the Brogan House. Jill Schmidt noted that among
other special celebrations taking place during Old Falls
Village Days, we will be honoring our past Historical Society
presidents.
Brooke Gilley of the Schlitz Audubon Nature Center
presented “Magical Monarchs”. During this educational
session we learned Canadian monarch butterflies migrate to
Mexico each year, about 3,000 miles away.
Endangered species status is being sought for monarchs.
How can we help? Anyone can participate in the tagging of
monarch, which helps gather information about their
migration patterns. We can also create havens for
butterflies. Contact the Schlitz Audubon Nature Center for
more information.
Following the presentation, Diane Cowan and Deb Schlitz
discussed plans to create a butterfly haven on the Old Falls
Village grounds. Deane and Deb are spearheading the
effort.
Many volunteers will be needed to help prepare the haven.
There is interest in having scouts or other community
groups help. If you would like to volunteer, or know of a
group that could help, please contact Diane or Deb.
The meeting was adjourned about 7:45 pm.

PLEASE VOLONTEER
OLD FALLS VILLAGE WEBSITE
Old Falls Village www.oldfallsvillage.com is pleased to announce
the release of our new website, designed with a fresh new look and
user-friendly navigation, updated with the latest information about
our park and museum. You are able to see announcements, event
schedules, current newsletter archives and a gallery of photographs
from our events and long ago. The website is smart phone friendly
also, which can be a great asset at events. You can pull up the
event schedule or the map of the grounds at your finger tips. Check
it out.
If you have questions or suggestions send mail to:
mfhistory@yahoo.com

The Historical Society has events
throughout the year to educate
and raise funds for the museum.
We need your help to maintain
the buildings and artifacts. We
need volunteers to help. If you
are called to help at an event
please volunteer. Any amount of
time you can give is welcome and
appreciated
Thank you for your support.
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BOARD MEMBERS
2016 Executive Board

MENOMONEE FALLS YESTERDAY

Warren Granke – President
Diane Harley - Vice President
Jeff Steliga – Treasurer
Christine Schultz – Secretary

Soon after Frederick Nehs came to Menomonee Falls in 1844, he built the
first lime kiln next to the natural falls on the Menomonee River. Their
building marked the beginning of stone and mortar construction in the Falls
as lime was needed in the making of mortar.

Caretaker

In 1890, Garwin Mace built three new kilns and began a lime operation
which ranked as Menomonee Falls’ biggest industry in its time.

Board Members

The limestone rock was quarried across the river and loaded into hoppers.
A trestle carried the hoppers to the top of the kilns where the stone was
dumped into the furnace. The heat process burned the impurities out of the
stone, leaving the pure lime.

Kyle Collins

Patrick Lynch - Nancy Greifenhagen
Marilyn Schneider – Jordan Oeltjen
Ken Pruess – Jack Tindall
Jill Schmidt – Irene Lape
Christine Bolda
Vikki Schmidt - Past President
Jim Durdan – Member at large
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Mr. Mace closed the kilns in 1892, shortly after an employee was burned to
death when he tripped and fell into the furnace of the kiln while unloading a
hopper.
The picturesque ruins of the kilns are preserved today as part of the Lime
Kiln Park.

Patrick Lynch

Web Master

*Reproduced from “Photographs and Memories” A Pictorial History of Menomonee Falls,
Wisconsin

Patrick Lynch

We’re on the Web!
See us at:
www.oldfallsvillage.com
or
Like us on Facebook
Menomonee Falls Historical Society

NEW MEMBERS
We would like to welcome new members James and Marlene Fay.

