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Old Falls Village Days- June 1-2
Plans are in full swing for this years Old Falls Village
Days event. We will have Antique Tractors and Trucks,
Antique Gas Engines, Various Demonstrations, Flea
Market, Silent Auction, Music, Children’s Area and
many other activities for the famly to enjoy. We will have
Antique Harley Davidson Motorcycles on Saturday from
the Badger Antique Motorcycle Club, a Car Show on
Sunday and Quilt displays throughout the houses. We are
open Saturday from 8-10 for free, paid admission begins
at 10-4 Saturday and Sunday from 10-4. We are still
looking for volunteers. If you or anyone you know would
like to volunteer or needs volunteer hours, please contact
Chris at 251-9162 or Marilyn at 251-7682.

Sunnyside School

Sometime before 1866 Sunnyside School was built
as a red frame building. The school consisted
mostly of farm children in a 2 ½ mile radius of the
Menomonee Falls and Lannon area. In 1875, that
school was replaced by a new “cream city brick”
structure on the corner of Main Street and
Menomonee Avenue at a cost of $1,500. That
building still stands today. Sunnyside was a one
room school to educate children in the First through
Eighth grade. In about 1910, Miss Scholl led the
students at Sunnyside School. Sunnyside School
closed its doors in 1960.
If you have not had a chance to see this one room
school, go soon, the building is set for demolition.
The Historical Society plans to salvage what we can
to go with the Sunnyside bell already at OFV.
Thank You!
To Jim Jeskewitz and Jill Schmidt who held a
very informational meeting on the history of
Menomonee Falls. To the members of Grace
Lutheran Church for helping us on their servant
Saturday and the River Cleanup crew who helped
prepare the grounds for our events this year.

Civil War Encampment July 21-22
Come and visit this summer’s Civil War Encampment
July 20 & 21 at Old Falls Village. Demonstrations,
battle reenactments, skits and speakers fill two days of
family fun. Activities for children include a Civil War
Scavenger hunt throughout the weekend. Also come
hear Abe Lincoln, the Regimental Volunteer Band of
Wisconsin and a presentation on the fashion of the Civil
War period.

Headlines from 1913
(April) John Huberty elected Village President
(May)* 8 new telephones were installed in M. Falls
homes this past week
*Falls Fire Dept. joins Badger Fireman’s Association
*New Tobacco Law- anyone who sells or gives any
person under 16 years of age, will be fined $10-25for
each offense
*Numerous Thefts of Autos have been reported, as
opposed to horse thefts in the winter
*21 graduates from Falls High school

Advancing into the present….
Technologically speaking
Several of our volunteers have been working hard to
take inventory of our acquisitions at OFV. We have
been going house to house with the process of tagging
(measuring, descripting, etc.) and photographing each
item. We are doing this all as a means of entering each
item into our Past Perfect Computer program. Of our 9
houses, we have finished 5 of them, tagging a total of
656 items. We will be working in the Carriage house
and Lower Barn this summer and our goal is to have the
entire collection completed by next spring.
Our society has also been working to complete the
digitization of the photos and negatives in our collection.
Our society has approximately 1500 images and 543+
negatives- what a treasure! We will also eventually add
these to our Past Perfect computer program. This will
allow the public to purchase copies directly from the
Historical Society and for us to have them on record for
safety and preservation reasons. This has been a long,
slow process, but we are very proud of the strides that
we have made. We are looking forward to having the
entire Museum at our fingertips. Thank you to the
volunteers for your help in making this project happen!

UPCOMING
EVENTS

2013
May 31
In Touch with History
June 1-2
Old Falls Village Days
July 20-21
Civil War Encampment
July
Quarterly Meeting TBA
September 20 - 22
Artist Ride Photoshoot
October 8
Quarterly Meeting 6:00
October 25-26
Halloween Family Fun Night
6–9pm
December 8
Silver Tea
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A lifelong resident of Menomonee Falls, Ken was born
in a farm house on Shady Lane Road, his parents were
Operating the farm owned by his Grandfather Pruess.
His family lived there until spring of 1943, when his
father took over his mother’s family farm (Fred Miller)
located at the present sight of the Harley Davidson
plant on Pilgrim Road.
Ken’s first four years of school were at County Line
School at the corner of Pilgrim Rd. and County Line Q
just across the road from the Miller farm (now the
Miller Davidson- Menomonee Falls Historical Society
property). During the time the family lived at the
Pilgrim road farm, Ken’s dad would rent some of the
land that is now Historical Society property. His father
raised flax, oats and pastured their dairy cows up there.
Ken fondly remembers driving the cows up and down
the hill.
Ken’s family left the farm in 1946 and lived on Marcy
Road in what was the township of Menomonee. He
attended MFHS from 1951 to 1955. His freshman class
was the first High School class to use the new North
Campus.
After Graduation, Ken began working at Dostal &
Lowey Manufacturing Co., in the Falls. He worked
there 44 years. He bought a house in Hiawatha Heights
and married his wife Ione. They have 5 children and 7
grandchildren. Ken also spent 31 years in the United
States Army Reserves. He still has a part time job with
the MFHS food service delivering food to the area
grade schools.
Ken enjoys being a part of the Historical Society and
working on the houses and his favorite, the barn. Ken’s
favorite event is “In Touch with History”, when the
second grade classes from the area schools come to
OFV for a half day. The children are given the chance
to learn how to shell corn, make butter, watch a
blacksmith, pump water and grind corn. Ken shows old
farm tools and equipment in the barn. Ken says, “We
have as much fun as the kids. I enjoy talking with
visitors about days gone by. Come join us at Old Falls
Village Days June 1st & 2nd.”

