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President’s Message
It has been a very good year! Our Board of Directors has been very active and diligent in carrying our various
responsibilities. Our bylaws state one of our main purposes is "To preserve knowledge of the history of the
Village of Menomonee Falls, Waukesha County, and the State of Wisconsin." We keep this in mind as we
gather from month to month to transact business. All our events were great this year. We were represented in
all Menomonee Falls parades. We are now looking forward to 2018. We are working with the Village of
Menomonee Falls to enhance our campus and our future. A hearty "THANK YOU" to all that helped with our
program in any way.
~Warren A. Granke, President

Treasure’s Report
Our assets totaled $112, 064 as of December 31, 2017. We had a profit of $7,837.94 for the year ended
December 31, 2017. Financial statements are available to members upon request.
~Jeff Steliga, Treasurer

Acquisitions Committee
The Acquisitions Committee was reestablished in 2017. Our focus was on cataloging existing artifacts in the
Past Perfect software. Toward that end, we temporarily suspended new acquisitions. We expect to resume
accepting acquisitions soon. We cataloged several hundred artifacts and included a photograph of each. All
photos were taken by Pat Lynch.
~ Chris Schultz, Diane Harley, Marilyn Schneider, Sue Lynch

Buildings
Cleaning and walk throughs of the buildings are performed regularly. The security system was updated this
year ensure it was working properly in all buildings. Specific building updates are below.
• Miller-Davidson House: Basement walls were coated with a special paint to reduce water leaks and
humidity problems. Siding was repaired and painted. A new vacuum was purchased.
• Barn: Exterior was painted. A barn quilt was hung and later removed for painting. Maintained
organization in the lower barn throughout the year and for various event. A freezer was relocated here
from the Publick House.
• Carriage House: Primarily used for storage.\
• Publick House: Used for many events, meetings and rentals requiring frequent cleaning. Some painting
was done on the exterior.
• School House: A replica of the Sunny Side School bell tower was built next to our school house. The
bell remains hanging inside the School House. Rain barrels were installed on the South side of the
building.

•

Steichen House: A new bad stoop was built by a scout for an Eagle Scout project. A new back patio
door was installed. A new window was installed in the military room, due to a rock through the old one.
Civil war Encampment cannons broke an upstairs window on the south side of the house, which was
also replace.
• Sparrow Cabin: Chinking was completed on the first floor. It is ongoing on the second floor and is
expected to be completed in the spring. A brick through a window on eh Northeast side required a new
window. Downstairs door was kicked in by vandals and had to be resecured.
• Koch House: Squirrel/mouse problem from last year was resolved by continually maintaining traps.
~Kyle Collins

Grounds
We added a replica of the bell tower from Sunny Side School. Benches were built to be put around the bell
tower. We added a new back porch on the Steichen house. The benches and porch were built by a boy scout as
his Eagle Scout project. The Barn and Publick House were painted. Touch-up painting was done at the MillerDavidson house.
~Ken Pruess

Historian
A number of pioneer family certificates were sent out this year. Interest in this Historical Society effort is
mounting. Anyone who can trace their family line in the Falls back at least 100 years, and can provide
documentation, is awarded a certificate at no charge. In exchange, the Society keeps the family information
provided. This will aide us with future inquiries. Pioneer families so far: Ambrose and Michael Wick, Ben
Umhoefer, Henry Felsing, Phillip Keipper, John B. Wittlin, Peter Weiffenbach, Johann and Wm. Fuss, Henry
and Johann Schmidt, Ralph and James Wolfenden (this inquiry came from England.)
We receive many inquiries regarding families that lived here in the past. Such as, where they’re buried, who
they married, where they went to church, etc. I send whatever information I can find. Family inquires included
Gumm, Knoll, Dettman, Fieldhack and Wolfenden.
Two other Inquiries we received were:
1) How did Marcy School Get its name? No one seems to know. Only one Marcy family (John)
was found in the 1850 census and they didn’t live near where the school in now.
2) Oberman Block Building (1892), Romanesque revival, cream brick building. Built by Griesler for $12,000.
J. Oberman Brewery Co. of Milwaukee erected this building. Besides the saloon in 1892 and 1894, this
building housed the Stolberg and Mayer Grocery, the law office of John Lunn and a tailor shop. In 1910 the
Jung Brewery Co. purchased the building. It contained a saloon and pool hall on the first floor. A blacksmith
shop and several hitching sheds appeared behind the building. John Weber purchased and renamed the building
by 1930. He died in 1942. Harold Schramm of Menomonee Falls and Elmer Schneider of Lannon purchased
the building in 1945. They operated the building as a tavern and restaurant and leased space for offices, a
barbershop and flats. Years later this building became known as The Honey Bucket and Heebie Jeebies!
I give presentations about Menomonee Falls, at no charge, to various groups in the Falls on behalf of the
Society. It begins with area Native Americans, through the 1930’s and lasts approximately 45 minutes. Toward
the end, we play a “where is” game. The audience uses an aerial view of downtown Menomonee Falls from
1935 to find various landmarks. This year I gave presentations to seniors from Gloria Dei Lutheran and
Emmanuel United Methodist and the Tamarak Ladies Group. The naming of Old Falls Village, the Silver Tea
and the Brogan Cabin all had anniversaries this year. Separate articles on each have been written and are
available on our website.
~Jill Schmidt

Newsletter
Five issues of the newsletter were published in 2017. It contains information for Historical Society members,
such as upcoming events, recent events and any Historical Society business. The newsletter was converted to
electronic format this year, saving the Society almost $800 per year in printing, labels and postage costs. You
can find the current and previous issues of the newsletters on the website at oldfallsvillage.com/newsletters.
~Pat Lynch, Sue Lynch

Membership Committee
As of December 1, 2017, our membership totaled 122. The membership by category is:
Individual
15
Family
28
Over 65
28
Artist Ride
17
Pioneer
19
Homesteader
7
Lifetime
8
Complimentary
9
Total
122
~Diane Harley, Irene Lape

Photography
The Society Board continued to scan and prepare historical photos for archival protection as well as for sale
online on our website. Gary Heller, a photographer, offered to take photos of the insides of our buildings to
help us promote and preserve our collection and buildings through photographs.
~ Nancy Greifenhagen

Tours
We provided five tours this year. In addition, one boy scout troop racked leaves in spring. Another scout troop
that picked up black walnuts this fall, then had their meeting around the fire pit on the grounds.
~Ken Pruess

Volunteer Committee
The committee would like to thank everyone that volunteered at this year’s events. Among
the faithful volunteers are students from Menomonee Falls High School, Germantown High School, North
Middle School and Sussex Hamilton High School. It takes many volunteers to staff each event. A lot of time is
spent making phone calls. We appreciate everyone that says yes to volunteering.
~Chris Schultz, Jordan Oeltjen, Marilyn Schneider

Website (oldfallsvillage.com,)
The website is for Historical Society Members as well as the general public. It contains information about
upcoming events, how to get involved with the Historical Society, policies, newsletters, building information,
tour and rental Information, etc.
Prints for Sale and Reports pages were added in 2017. The Prints for Sale page contains photographs of the
Menomonee Falls area dating back to the early 1900’s. Prints are available for purchase. The Reports page
includes more detailed reports on various topics. This report will also be available on the Reports page.
~Pat Lynch

In Touch with History (June 2)
We provided a hands-on history experience for 297 second and third graders from area schools. The event
showed a net profit of $1,730.
~Jeff Steliga

Old Falls Village Days (June 3 & 4)
Old Falls Village Days tries to capture the history of Menomonee Falls as it relates to agriculture, commerce,
etc. The antique motorcycles scheduled for Saturday cancelled due to rain. Sunday was great. We had a large
car show and many other activities. A country market and silent auction were held. The food was great, and
the Smoky Hollow Musket Loaders answered many questions. Antique vehicles are always a hit. Our thanks to
all who helped. We are looking forward to next year.
~Warren A. Granke

Civil War Encampment (July 15 & 16)
The 18th annual Civil War Encampment at Old Falls Village was incredibly large, with the most tents we have
had the past 5 years and about 175 reenactors. General Grant joined us again. President Lincoln visited on
Saturday for the first time in many years. New speakers were on the schedule and there was a new location for
the presentations under the tent. It was a bit warmer this year, but we had as many spectators as in the
past. The battle is always the highlight of the event occurring at 2 PM each day.
~Nancy Greifenhagen

Artist Ride WI Photoshoot (September 15-17)
The 7th Annual Artist Ride WI Photoshoot at Old Falls Village was one of our biggest years, with 16 artists. It
was also our hottest year. There were many different animals this year, including a goat and chickens. We did
a variation of the mine shaft display, used a rowboat on the pond and had a fur trapper’s lean-to. There were a
number of teepees and tents. 50 models allowed for a great variety of time periods to be represented. The
completed chinking on the first floor of the Sparrow cabin allowed for a photoshoot inside the cabin. The
beautifully displayed buildings create a wonderful setting for many scenes.
~Nancy Greifenhagen

Halloween Family Fun Night (October 20 & 21)
Over 1,200 people attended with the warmest weather we’ve ever had for the event. We gave more than 1,000
hay rides, handed out 500 pumpkins and many pounds of candy. Magician David Seebach provided
entertainment both nights. We received donations totaling $1,090 which helped defray expenses. Many thanks
to all our donors and volunteers. It was a very successful event.
~Vikki Schmidt

Silver Tea (December 3)
Though there was a conspicuous absence of snow this year our Silver Tea was very special. The Historical
Society has held this event for 50 consecutive years. It took many volunteers to make The Golden Silver Tea
successful. They put up posters, handed out flyers, cleaned and decorated the house, baked cookies and breads,
etc. Mrs. Clause read stories in the Publick House. More volunteers poured tea, coffee, punch, kept beverages
and cookie trays full, guided tours, played music in the Miller-Davidson house or dressed up for the enjoyment
of all. No small undertaking, but thoroughly enjoyed by all.We had approximately 43 bakers, fewer than last
year, but all turned out well. Sales totaled $718. This was the ninth year I chaired the event. I plan to continue
for the next few years as I enjoy it immensely, and work with an outstanding group of volunteers. A history of
the event is available on our website.
~Jill Schmidt

MENOMONEE FALLS HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Minutes of the annual Membership Meeting
January 8, 2017
Village Bowl
Officers: Present: Rev. Warren Granke, Diane Harley, Jeff Steliga, Chris Schultz
Board Members Present: Nancy Greifenhagen, Pat Lynch, Irene Lape, Ken Pruess
Jack Tindall, Marilyn Schneider, Jill Schmidt, Vikki Schmidt
Member at Large: Jim Durdan
Caretaker: Kyle Collins
After an opening welcome by President Rev. Warren Granke the 40 people in attendance enjoyed a delicious
pasta buffet with pie and ice cream for dessert.
Warren gave a hearty thank you to the board members and all the volunteers that helped make our events
from In Touch with History to the Silver Tea a success.
He spoke about the State of WI. Tourism tax. Warren met with the officials and presented a proposal that
could include Old Falls Village as a recipient.
The board formulated a strategic plan for 2017. One of the upcoming projects will be the rebuilding of the
Sunnyside School Bell Tower.
Treasurer Jeff Steliga gave us a financial statement. He explained we had a lot of expenses for 2016. The
flower bed around the gazebo and the Steichen House were part of the expenses.
Money was spent doing repairs on houses that should have been paid for by the village. Bob Cowan
questioned why the village doesn’t take better care of their responsibilities. It would be nice if we knew what
the village budget is for Old Falls Village.
Nominations & Election of Board of Directors:
President: Rev. Warren Granke
Vice-President: Diane Harley
Treasurer: Jeff Steliga
Secretary: Chris Schultz
There were no nominations from the floor. A vote was taken and accepted.
Member at Large: Marlene Fay
New Board Member: Sue Lynch
Jill Schmidt and Ken Pruess agreed to serve another term.
Marilyn Schneider presented the Volunteer of the Year Award to Jill Schmidt for her many years of service to
the Society. Jill has been a member since the ‘80’s and chairs a very successful Silver Tea.
Marilyn then talked about the Steichen House and how long it’s been at Old Falls Village.
After 13 years of sitting empty a group of volunteers helped Nancy turn it into a beautiful display of art and
pictures plus a military room.
On behalf of the Society Marilyn presented Nancy with a plaque of excellence commending her work. She also
was given cup shaped like a camera lens.

The next presentation went to Bob Cowan for his many years of service. He received a gold key as he’s been a”
key figure at Old Falls Village.”
Ken and Chris were thanked for the many hours they spend at Old Falls Village.
Diane thanked Marilyn and Jim for their time on the Board and all the volunteering they’ve done over the
years.
Our speaker was Terrence Lynch. His topic was “Mudslinging, Muckraking, and Apple Pie.” which focused on
presidential campaign craziness in the early days of our country. Terrence is from Chicago, and he specializes
in historical portrayal programs for adult audiences that are educational and entertaining. He and his wife are
co-owners of “HFK Presents”.
It was a very interesting and fun presentation.
Door prizes and closing remarks ended our day.
Our next regular meeting is February 13, 2017 at 6PM
Chris Schultz, Secretary

