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Greetings to all! It hardly seems possible school is starting and the
Newsletter
fall season is facing us. It has been a wonderful summer, a bit hot,
th

• Halloween Family

Fun Night
th

October 21 & 22

nd
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but wonderful regardless. Another summer of activity at Old Falls
Village is past, and it was great, and now we look to the Artist's Ride,
our Halloween Family event, and the Christmas Tea. We will need
your help! Let's work together to make these events as special as we
can make them. See you soon!
-Warren

• Silver Tea
December 4

th

TIO
TRAIN STATION ROBBED

• July Quarterly

Meeting
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On the first day of the Civil War
encampment the train station at
Old Falls Village was robbed by
desperados.
Three masked
gunmen entered the depot,
robbed the attendant, then tried
to escape with a young lady as
a hostage.
Fortunately the
Sheriff and his deputies were
outside the depot waiting for the
crooks. There was a shoot out
and the gunmen were wounded
and arrested. The hostage was
able to escape her captures and ran to safety.
spectators applauded and cheered.

• Artist Ride

When the smoke cleared the

The train station robbery was
just one of several reenactments going on in the
park Saturday and Sunday.
There were speakers. Jessica
Michna appeared as Laura
Ingalls Wilder (“Road to the
Little House”) on Saturday
and as Mary Todd Lincoln
(“Intimate Conspiracy”) on
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Sunday. There was a fashion show in the gazebo. Military drills and artillery
demonstrations also took place. The Regimental Volunteer Band of Wisconsin
played songs from the Civil War in different areas of the park. There were
battlefield hospital demonstrations, showing what it was like to be in a field
hospital in the 1860’s. Not quite the same as today.
Continued on page 2 (Civil War)
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The picture below was taken during construction
of the gazebo.

General Ulysses S. Grant was on hand to lead the
Union solders. During the battles the General
explained to the crowd what was happening. It was
great insight into Civil War military strategy.

JULY QUARTERLY MEETING
We had a good turnout for our July quarterly
meeting.
President Warren Granke gave an
overview to the members of what is and will be
happening in the historical society.
Jill Schmidt honored the past and current
presidents of the Menomonee Falls Historical
Society.

Continued on page 3 (Gazebo)

HALLOWEEN FAMILY FUN NIGHT
Calling all ghosts and goblins! Get ready for a
spooktacular event.
The Menomonee Falls
Historical will be hosting “Halloween Family Fun
Nights” on Friday, October 21st and Saturday,
nd
October 22 , from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. both
nights.

Left to right: current president Rev. Warren Granke, past
presidents Vikki Schmidt, Ruth Itzov and Jack Tindall.

Twenty-seven presidents have served our Historical
Society. Many thanks to each and everyone.
The gazebo located behind the Davidson house
had a birthday. It was thirty five yours old this year.

This is a fun event for all. There will be: trick or
treating though out the park; Puppet Story Theater
in the barn; hay rides by the depot; cookies and
apple cider in the Public House; pumpkins in the
lower barn; crafts in the caretaker’s garage;
roasting of marshmallows; and storytelling in the
Umhoefer cabin, just to name some of the events
that will be taking place.
Continued on page 3 (Spooktacular)
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GET TO KNOW THE HISTOICAL
SOCIETY BOARD MEMBERS.

Jordan Oeltjen
has been a
volunteer for
the Historical
Society since
2013. Jordan
has traveled
Jordan Oeltjen

all over the country, as well as to
Germany and Mexico. Her hobbies
include knitting, reading and scuba
diving.
She has works as a
receptionist and has worked in child
care.
Jordan joined the society in 2014
because she loves history and
volunteering for events at Old Falls
Village. Her favorite event is the Civil
War Encampment and her favorite
building is the Umhoeffer Cabin.
She has been on the Board since
2015. Thank you Jordan for all your
hard work!
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Imagine a mother sitting outside a

March 2016
farmhouse (Koch house) taking care
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of household chores. She looks up to
see her husband and sons returning
from the Civil War, walking ragged
and injured toward her. Feelings of
shock,
disbelief
and
relief
simultaneously overwhelm her as
she runs to welcome them home.
This emotional scene is just one of
many that were recreated at Old
Falls Village last year.
Our inspirational grounds foster a
multitude of ideas for photographs, to
the point of exhaustion. Year after
year, the Artist Ride photo shoot has
not disappointed. We have expanded
time periods and added fresh new
sets, models and themes each year.
Thank you to all who participated in
making this an amazing event in the
past. We all look forward to the 2016
Artist Ride “reunion” September 1618. Stop on by and see what all the
excitement is all about.

Gazebo from page 2

ARTIST RIDE
Each year for the past five years, Old
Falls Village has been transformed
into a living history photo shoot set,
converging artists, photographers,
and models from all parts of the
country, along with an assortment of
animals.
The Artist Ride has grown from a two
day event to a three-day massive,
multiple photo shoot, intimately
engraining our historic buildings into
the artist’s storylines.

Two of the first couples married in
the Gazebo joined us in celebration
of this milestone.

From left: Mr. and Mrs. Russell and Karolyn
Newman and Mr. and Mrs. Dave and Barb
Held

HALLOWEEN FAMILY FUN NIGHT
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As always, volunteers are needed.
Dress up in costume and come
have some fun. We need people
to
hand
out
candy,
work
admissions, help with hayrides and
crafts, and read stories at
Umhoefer cabin. We would like to
have a full three hour shift, but if
you can only work 1 ½ hours we
will work around that. Please call
Chris Schultz at 251-9162 to
volunteer.
Can’t volunteer? We could use
your help with donations for the
event. Candy is needed for our
trick-or-treaters. We went through
4,000 pieces of candy last year.
Other items needed include
cookies, apple juice, and Kraft
marshmallows. Drop off items on
October 16th, between 2:00 and
5:00. Can’t make that time, call
the hotline (262-250-3901), leave
a message and we will get back to
you to arrange a time. Hope to
see you there.
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BOARD MEMBERS
2016 Executive Board

Warren Granke – President
Diane Harley - Vice President
Jeff Steliga – Treasurer
Christine Schultz – Secretary

Caretaker

Kyle Collins

Board Members

Patrick Lynch - Nancy Greifenhagen
Marilyn Schneider – Jordan Oeltjen
Ken Pruess – Jack Tindall
Jill Schmidt – Irene Lape
Christine Bolda
Vikki Schmidt - Past President
Jim Durdan – Member at large
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Web Master
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ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER OPTION
Did you know you can read the Menomonee Falls Historical Society
(MFHS) newsletter on our website, www.oldfallsvillage.com? You now
have the choice of opting out of the hardcopy paper version of the
newsletter for the electronic version. Under the electronic option you
will receive e-mail notification when the newsletter is available on the
website, along with a link you can click to launch the website.

Not only will you be able to conveniently access the newsletter from
your internet activated computer, smart phone or tablet, you’ll help
the MFHS save money on printing and postage. You’ll receive the
newsletter earlier than you would through the regular mail and will
also be helping us go green.

If you would like to make the switch to the electronic newsletter
please send an e-mail to mfhistory@mfhistory.com indicating you’re
going green. Include your name and e-mail address.

We’re on the Web!
See us at:
www.oldfallsvillage.com
or
Like us on Facebook
Menomonee Falls Historical Society
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