Annual Report 2021
Menomonee Falls Historical Society

2020 Minutes-Chris Schultz, Secretary
Because of the current Covid 19 pandemic we were forced to cancel the annual
meeting.
The election was conducted via mail. 118 members received ballots, with instructions
on how to vote for the nominees.
OFFICERS-1 YEAR TERM FOR EACH OFFICER
President-Richard Burgess
Vice President- Diane Harley
Treasurer-Jeff Steliga
Secretary- Chris Schultz
BOARD MEMBERS RENEWING-3 YEAR TERM
Vikki Schmidt
Marlene Fay
Jordan Euclide
BOARD MEMBER-2 YEAR TERM (remaining term of Ken Pruess)
William Schulz
The ballots were counted and all nominees were elected
ADDITIONAL IDEAS
Richard and Bill have produced “Grow the Park”, a way to increase attendance and
income.
The beer garden had sales of $29,000 from beer and food.
Richard’s plans for 2021; Blacksmith Shop, Remodel Publik House, the Grade
Crossing, Maintenance projects, and Board involvement.
The administration will be doing things in different ways. Richard suggested we forget
how things were, and adjust to how things will be done.

Presidents Report-Richard Burgess
It’s another year end and time to look back our accomplishments in 2021 and
look forward to what the next year holds for Old Falls Village Park.
Like most organizations, the Covid 19 pandemic played a significant role in how
our events were run and how well attended they were. In 2020 at the height of the

pandemic, we found that we were pretty much “the only game in town’. With the
cancelation of many events and a huge pent-up demand by the public we found our
events were very well attended
As we entered 2021, we saw a resurgence in the scheduling of competing events
but only a small effect on the attendance at our events.
The Depot Beer Garden closed October 2nd, wrapping up a successful year.
Revenue exceeded $42,000 for the beer and food sales despite having to close one day
because of rain and toughing out several other slow harsh weather days.
As in past years, the beer garden hosted a “Roaring 20’s” night complete with a
still and revenue agents. The beer garden was turned into a speakeasy called “Acme
Tool Co.” Anyone wanting a beer had to have the password to enter. Further fun began
when a group of suffragettes carrying signs marched through the park demanding the
right to vote. A group of male hecklers began to follow the ladies’ shouting insults.
Luckily, enough police were present to keep the groups apart and there were no arrests.
A car show was held in September featuring a mix of antique cars, hot rods, and
muscle cars. The cars exhibited filled the east parking lot and spilled over to the grass
next to the caboose. The public was invited to vote on the “best in show” car and a
trophy and gift certificate given to the winner.
During the World War-2 Days event, the beer garden hosts a USO style dance
for the troops and spectators. As in past years, the 19-piece Command Performance
Big Band featuring Julie Thompson as female vocalist provided an evening of dancing
and listening enjoyment. The band appears in 1940’s Army uniforms as do the
reenactors and a growing number of the public. The dance is a highpoint of the
weekend and judging by the number of dancers, was enjoyed by all.
Rounding out the year are the Halloween Family Fun Fest and the Silver Tea
Cookie Sale. The Halloween event is held on consecutive Friday and Saturday
evenings in late October. The event is oriented around children 10 years old and under
and includes safe trick and treating at the historic buildings in the park. In addition, there
is a magic show in the Barn, crafts the kids can make, scary stories in the school,
smores at the fire pit, and cookies and apple juice in the Public House. This year the
weather held, and we had 1400 adults and children come though admissions.
The final event for the year is the Silver Tea. Taking place in the Miller-Davidson
House on December fifth. Hosts in period costumes will serve refreshments and the
house will be open for guided tours.
For the children St. Nick will be in the Public House for a visit and storytelling.
Adults will find a bountiful selection of homemade baked good and various knick-knacks
for sale. There is no admission charge for the Silver Tea.

Park enhancements this year included repainting the caboose and lettering it with
authentic Chicago Northwestern logos and slogans. Projects currently underway, The
Depot remodeling, the installation of the railroad crossing signal, and the completion of
the road across the tracks by the Village will be finished in early 2022.
Looking forward to 2022, our plan is to continue to add things to the park that will
boost attendance and consequentially increase revenue. A change in philosophy to a
more commercial attitude will continue to enhance the Park and its financial viability.
Looking at our largest revenue streams, the Beer Garden we will be striving to
increase profitability by obtaining sponsors for the nightly entertainment. We also will be
adding “little events” on many of the Saturdays to help increase attendance. “Little
events” such as a Sci Fi Day, demonstrations by the Fire Department, petting zoos, and
era-oriented events like a 1950’s retro day will be added on beer garden days.
Switching to our reenactments, we plan to add a Revolutionary War weekend
event and will be reviewing our existing events with an eye on cost cutting and revenue
improvement.
In the area of the physical park, we have generated a 5 Year Capital Plan that,
as money becomes available, will improve what we have and add to our attractions.
New roads/paths, retractable awnings for the stage, a digital sign for the corner, a
prairie garden, trails though the wooded area, and a second mural on the side of the
Carriage House are just some of the projects for next year.
Membership-Diane Harley and Irene Lape
On December 1, 2021, our membership totaled 136.
Here is the breakdown of membership levels:
Student

1

Individual

12

Over 65

36

Family

41

Pioneer

14

Homesteader

11

Lifetime

10

Complimentary

11

4 individuals and 10 families joined in 2021

Quarterly Meetings-Diane Harley
SPRING
Because of the worrisome Covid situation, a Spring quarterly meeting was not held.
SUMMER
Our summer cookout/quarterly meeting was held on Sunday, Aug. 15, attended by
34 people. President Richard Burgess described the “Breaking Through History” mural
that will be painted soon on the east side of the barn. It will be done by Stacie Estrada,
from the Art Lounge in Menomonee Falls.
The caboose and School House will be painted soon.
On Aug. 21 a variety of reenactments will occur as part of the Roaring 20’s Beer
Garden.
In October, a special election and bylaws discussion will occur.
“Pete the Barber” Sorenson gave an entertaining presentation in the Depot. He
explained the items he donated to us – his 1929 barber chair, barber pole, and many
tools of his trade. He was a barber for 45 years, and owned “Pete’s Headliners” on
Main Street in Menomonee Falls.
After Pete’s talk, a picnic supper (including beer from the kegerator) was enjoyed
by all.
FALL
On Sunday, October 17, our Fall quarterly meeting was held.
President Richard Burgess announced that we now have a grade crossing with a
working signal that flashes red, a bell and whistle. Because of a problem with the
lettering on the south side of the caboose, a new company will be used with a 5-year
warranty.
Bill Schulz explained the completed barn mural project.
Monica Oeltjen is working to bring a one-day Revolutionary War event to our
grounds instead of Old Falls Village Days.
The year’s Beer Garden went from May 22 – Oct. 3, with only one Saturday being
canceled. Beer sales were $42,000, and concessions were $12,000.
Vikki Schmidt gave information about the upcoming Halloween Family Fun Nights on
Oct. 22 and 23. She thanked people who donated items or money for the event.
The MF Christmas parade is scheduled for Nov. 28.

Jill Schmidt reminded everyone about the Silver Tea and Cookie Sale on Dec. 5.
She needs a Santa!
The major focus of our meeting was to ratify, confirm, and approve names and
service dates of all Historical Society directors and officers, and also to approve the
amended and restated Bylaws. (Society members had been sent the list of directors
and officers, and a summary of Bylaws revisions.) Ten members returned proxy votes,
bringing the voting count to 52.
Irene Lape questioned the dissolution clause from the current Bylaws with the
proposed ones, but Bill Schulz said the new one would be fine. Irene also felt that
members should have a copy of the Bylaws, but was told that every member can
request one.
A motion was made and passed to accept the two proposals.
Guests enjoyed desserts and beverages while Historian Jill Schmidt gave her
presentation entitled “The Streets of Old Menomonee Falls.” She shared many
interesting facts about people and places from the early days of our village.
The meeting adjourned at 4:45.

BUILDINGS
Miller Davidson House-Ione Pruess
This past year the house has been painted.

Depot, Caboose and Mural-Bill Schulz
During 2021 the Menomonee Falls Historical Society completed two significant projects
in the Park area around the historic Train Depot. The first project involved the Chicago
& NorthWestern Railroad caboose. The Park acquired the caboose in the fall of last
year and moved it from Iowa to the tracks fronting the Train Depot. The 1950's caboose
was in sound condition but needed new paint and railroad markings to bring it back to
its original appearance. Because of weather conditions, this work was delayed until
2021.
Richard Burgess was the project manager. He retained Great Lakes Painting & Steel, a
local business, to do the painting. Following some frustrating challenges, the painter
was able to exactly match the original historic colors and the caboose was restored to
its striking former yellow and green appearance.
After the caboose was painted, Richard assembled images of the markings that had
decorated the caboose while operated by the Chicago & North Western. After much
research and some unexpected hurdles, Richard was able to get exact copies of the

original markings made and applied to the caboose. The beautiful restoration was
completed in October.

The second project was a large outdoor mural that was painted on the East side of the
1840's white barn. Bill Schulz led this addition after being inspired by the street murals
the Village had recently sponsored. Since the barn is situated just to the West of the
Train Depot and caboose, the idea was to create a mural that would tie this area
together with a railroad theme. Bill reviewed the Village murals and various artists
found on the internet to identify someone who could conceive and paint a mural that
would complement the Depot and caboose and, importantly, be appropriate to the
Park's historic nature. A local artist, Stacie Estrada and her Art Lounge business, was a
perfect match. She created an image of an old steam engine train bursting through the
side of the barn which she called Breaking Through History. The mural was completed
in October and provides a dramatic scene attracting visitors to the Park.

Umhoefer Cabin-Marlene Fay
The Umhoefer Home was built in 1856 and is in amazing good shape. This year we
had some family visit from Arizona and Northern Wisconsin. They took lots of pictures
inside and outside, there are some nice family pictures inside, which they enjoyed.
When we have our events, people say this is their favorite house to visit, they love the
story about the handprint on the stairway wall. The steps going upstairs will have to be
repaired in the near future. Our school groups enjoy using the nutmeg grater and try the
yoke around their neck to get an idea of how people had to carry water to the cabin.
The chamber pots always get some reaction, usually negative, when told what they
were for. Quite a few years ago, we had a visitor who asked if she could sit in the
rocking chair. The chair was originally her rocking chair (how neat is that). All the log
cabins have to get the outside treated, by a pest control company. A certain kind of
bee/wasp can tunnel into the wood surface. Our pesky red squirrel also keeps trying to
make his home inside.

School House-Monika Oeltjen
The schoolhouse’s exterior was freshened up with a good scraping and a coat of
paint. The only problem with this was the door was closed too soon and the paint dried
and the door was stuck. Someone did manage to open it but in doing so the inner
moldings was broken off and is standing in the corner waiting to be put back.
While working in the schoolhouse I saw many return visitors and new ones too. I had
the privilege of meeting to men who had lived next to the schoolhouse when it was still
being used as a home in its former location, and they shared a couple interesting and
funny stories about the previous owner. One was, he had a pet monkey that he kept in
a lean to at the back of school.
I don’t think there were any new additions to the items in the schoolhouse, but I did
rearrange some of the books and put some of the books out on desks for the visitors to
peruse. They enjoyed the handwriting book from a former Menomonee Falls scholar,
and the primers are also a favorite. The Dunce hats and slates are still the favorites,
though.
Koch House-Jill Schmidt
After spending a lot of time with the Koch house this year, the Village Board needs to be
aware of some things with this house.
1) The house needs painting.
2) Steps attached to porch need to be sturdier.
3) A railing is needed to assist people getting down the steps.
4) The kitchen floor needs work, soon someone will go through it, just like they did on
the steps going upstairs.
5) A paved walkway up to the house is still needed. The gravel there now is inadequate.
It’s not sturdy enough for those with mobility problems. When it rains, it’s all mud, and
that gets tracked into the house. Not Good!
6) The tree in front of the house next to the ticket booth is half dead. It needs to be
trimmed or removed.
There is an ongoing problem with rodentia making their way into the house. There have
been squirrels and raccoons creating massive problems in the house and this needs to
be dealt with constantly. They are tearing up the house and making nests. All the bed
linins and covers, doilies and table cloths and clothing have been removed, as the
rodents are tearing it up for nesting material. A mannequin has been disposed of, as a
victim of the squirrels. What more can be done?
1)The post on the East side of the steps became detached from the porch, but was
fixed upon immediate report.
A braided rag rug for the Koch kitchen was donated by Don and Mary Beth (Fitzpatrick)
Weltzen. It was made by Ellen Sonsteby, Don’s Great Grandmother.

Steichen House-Irene Lape
1. The outside of the house needs painting
2. Two holes in the siding of the north side and a cracked window on the south side
have been repaired
3. A paved path is needed from the main path to allow those with mobility issues to get
to the house; it is very difficult to push wheelchairs through the grass to get there,
especially if wet. It would also keep wet grass and mud from being carried in.
Sparrow Cabin-Diane Harley
The Sparrow Cabin is the oldest building on our grounds.
1) During the summer, the cabin had a problem with wasps around the windows.
2) It would be nice to have curtains made for the windows.
3) A goal is to plant flowers/vegetables in the garden plot next to the cabin.
Grounds-Chris Schultz, Marlene Fay
The Butterfly Garden (South side of Miller Davidson House) is filling in with more
perennial and native plants. The Rose Arbor fell victim to age injury, two support poles
collapsed. We are looking for round poles to replace them, which is proving to be a
challenge. Anyone have some 8-10 foot round poles (pressure treated)? We also
appreciate receiving your extra plants, for the park.
The hollyhocks, on the East side of the barn, needed to be trimmed early, due to the
painting of the mural on the east side. We hope everyone can come and see the mural.
You will recognize several structures painted on it. The Public House received more
hostas, on the south and east sides, with more to be added.
The School House (newly painted) and Steichen House have been attended by Peg
Remfrey (thanks Peg). Our park has an overabundance of creeping charley (always a
challenge). The School House has a water barrel system, greatly appreciated when
watering the flowers.
Next spring, the Sparrow Cabin will also have some flowers, thanks Diane Cowan for
seeds. The Koch House has a lot of hostas, ferns and hydrangea. It also had some
unwanted 4 legged visitors, who thought this was an ideal place to make their home and
eat walnuts and pine cones inside. They have since been removed.
The Umhoefer Cabin has had the privilege to have the herb garden located by it. The
little lilac bush has been growing larger each year, along with the “ditch” lilies, they are
very aggressive.

Do you like to work outside? We could use your services at the park. If interested call
Chris at 262-25l-3091 or leave a message.
Tours-Chris Schultz, Ken Pruess
This year the Society had seven tours that started in May and went through October.
The children’s groups enjoyed going through the old houses, log cabins and listening to
Ken explain all the old farm tools and equipment in the barn.
A church group, a school group and home-schooled children took a two hour tour, then
had lunch and enjoyed playing on the grounds. Between those three groups 73 children
plus chaperons had an eventful day.
Boards of Director Members do the guiding for all our tours. Anyone interested can call
262-250-3901 for information on how to be a guide.
Beer Garden-Richard Burgess
The Depot Beer Garden closed October 2nd, wrapping up a very successful year.
Revenue exceeded $42,000 for the beer and food sales despite having to close one day
because of rain and toughing out several other slow bad weather days.
As in past years, the beer garden hosted a “Roaring 20’s night complete with a still and
revenue agents. The beer garden was turned into a speakeasy called “Acme Tool Co.”
Anyone wanting a beer had to have the password to enter. Further fun was had when a
group of suffragettes carrying signs marched through the park demanding the right to
vote. A group of male hecklers began to follow the ladies’ shouting insults. Luckily
enough police were present to keep the groups apart and no arrests were made.
A car show was held in September featuring a mix of antique cars, hot rods, and muscle
cars. The cars exhibited filled the east parking lot and spilled over to the grass next to
the caboose. The public was invited to vote on the “best in show” car and a trophy and
gift certificate given to the winner.

Civil War-Maria Pupek
We featured the battle reenactment this year of 2021 with a pre battle presentation by
General Grant followed by a hospital field demonstration and the reading of the
Gettysburg address by President Lincoln.
Other scheduled presentations and reenactments that we featured throughout the
weekend were -The Regimental Band played throughout the event on Saturday -Union
Spy Scenarios -Presentation of the Forgotten ladies by the History Echoes group -Role
of the Bugle and Flags given by Joe Roman -Press conference with President Lincoln Rise of the General presentation by General Grant We also had some additional booths
of Sutlers, book and gun displays and children’s historical games and hobbies.

Of course, the food was available for purchase by the Society and the beer garden was
open with a special band on Saturday by Rogues for Craythur, Celtic music from our
own reenactors.
One of the new and most popular booths was the photographer, Austin Phillips, that
featured Tin-type photographs and an authentic wardrobe for people to wear.

WWII Days-Nancy Griefenhagen
Our Fourth WWII Days Reenactment event happened Father’s Day weekend June 1920th, 2021. We went back to the original weekend date in June even though the
COVID-19 pandemic continued. The weather was beautiful and warm on
Saturday. The weekend had record number of reenactors and attendees which made
our fourth year even bigger than our first years. The event has continued to grow with
even more vehicles than years previous. Unfortunately, the weather turned about early
afternoon and we had many reenactors leave early on Sunday. We pushed the battle
up to 1 PM on Sunday and the rain started shortly after which ended the event
early. We still had as many attendees on Sunday as we did on our first year of the
event even with the prediction of rain.
Saturday night there was a performance by Command Performance Big Band on our
grassy area by the Public House so they could spread out per Covid-19 protocols. The
Platform became an even bigger dance area behind the Depot which was filled the
whole night with dancers. We had a great turnout for the USO themed Dance and the
beer garden was handled by the Historical Society. The beer Garden was a huge draw
and crowds congregated near the barn. We should have tall tables up around this
area.
The new Reis Pavilion was up for its second year and was used constantly for the
event. The Pavilion has become a great asset for the park. Flags were on display
along Pilgrim Road. I would love to have even more Flags on display. We displayed
the veteran wall in the upper barn. We had Mrs. Roosevelt visit and do a presentation
on Sunday. We added some general propaganda posters around the park. The Hut
was used as a ticket booth this year and worked out really well.
Due to COVID-19 pandemic restrictions, all the buildings were closed including the
Public House except for the Sparrow Cabin which was used as the German
Headquarters. The campsites were all the same as previous years with the Axis near
the west side and the Allied near the east side of the park. The Battle ground was
moved more south to allow for more campers and bigger crowds. Food was served
through the public house building window and door both Saturday and Sunday. I
recommend that we serve food all hours of the event including Saturday night. We did
not invite the WW2 veterans this year due to the pandemic to keep them safe.
Next year, we propose to move the battle to be more over by the Sparrow cabin and
south of the school path because we may have the construction of the blacksmith shop
and bathrooms ongoing near the school. We will have the Axis camp more around the
Gazebo and the Allied will fill more the east side of the property. The German
Headquarters will be in the Umhoefer Cabin to be more centrally located. Next year, it
would be nice to have all the buildings open to be shown off including the Steichen
house which has a military museum room. We have been given suggestions to start the
event on Friday night. With so many campers still arriving on Friday, I am not sure how
well we could have the event on Friday unless we have the Beer Garden only.

The Battles at 2 PM on Saturday and 1 PM on Sunday were well attended with
observers crowded along the battle field rope to watch. With several vendors, more
vehicles and tents, grounds packed with Allies and Axis groups; the park was full. The
rest of the park was full of cars. The parking areas were maximized and in high
demand. We were very happy with our fourth year which was our biggest event to date
yet. It was quite the success in many areas and we look forward to next year.

USO Dance-Richard Burgess
During the World War Two Days event the beer garden hosts a USO style dance
for the troops and spectators. As in past years the 19-piece Command Performance Big
Band featuring Julie Thompson as female vocalist provided an evening of dancing and
listening enjoyment. The band appears in 1940’s Army uniforms as do the reenactors
and a growing number of the public. The dance is a highpoint of the weekend and
judging by the number of dancers was enjoyed by all.

Halloween Family Fun Night-Vikki Schmidt

Because of Covid, it was discussed with the Board whether or not we should go ahead
with this event. The Board approved that we go ahead with this event, but list masks are
recommended be put on all our flyers.
Starting out we had a few problems. We were not able to have a hay ride this year. In
September the entertainment that we booked, called and said they were unable to do
the event. With help from the Board members we were able to have a magic show each
night. Everyone really enjoyed the shows. We will consider having them again next
year.
Besides the magic show in the upper barn, we had Karen Richie in the Gazebo with her
drums, Debbie Schultz read Halloween stories in the Umhoefer Cabin. Monica acted out
a skit in the school house of Legend of Sleepy Hollow, marshmallows roasting by the
firepit, cookies and apple juice in the Publik House, crafts in the caretaker’s garage and
pumpkins in the lower barn. There was trick or treating all through the park.
We were also excited to have R2D2 come to our event. He was very popular and the
kids had a great time interacting with him.
We used the square for the first time at admissions and I would recommend this for all
events. We were given a total of how many people came to our event. This year 977
paid to come to our event. That was wonderful and can’t wait until next year.

Silver Tea-Jill Schmidt

After not being able to have the Silver Tea because of Covid, last year, we were
overjoyed at the response with this year’s event.
Once again Shady Lane Nursery donated 6-6 inch poinsettias, in various colors to add
to the decorations in the Miller Davidson House. Bank of Memories was kind enough
again to arrange and donate a beautiful evergreen centerpiece for our dining room table
for the tea.
Over 50 bakers were put to the task of baking goodies for the tea. Not only did we get
delicious Christmas cookies, but there were holiday breads and bars to add to the sale
tables. Everything was home-made and some were so fancy! (Ione and her daughter
have the fanciest!) Debra Schultz came up with a marshmallow chocolate treat that was
snatched up quickly!
The day before the tea (Saturday), was when the bakery had to be brought in between
10 and noon to the Publik House. There were 3 double tables crammed full of plated
cookies (bakers dozen) which were put in zip lock bags with a bow on top. The other
breads and treats were displayed on a separate table. Along the west wall were tables
loaded with Christmas tchotchkes and what not, also for sale. As we were plating the
cookies for the next day’s sale, many of the ladies that were dropping off their goods,
wanted to make purchases early. Why not!? As some people drove by and saw the
commotion going on here, they decided to stop and make early purchases too! We had
to keep replating more cookies to fill the holes left on the table by plates of cookies that
were bought early.

On Sunday some of us were there before 11 to get ready for the tea. In the Publik
House all was ready. There would be St. Nick there to talk to the children while their
parents made bakery and other purchases. Then St. Nick instructed the children to take
a small toy of their choice off the Christmas tree. It was loaded with planes, slinkys, pop
up toys, balls, whistles, tops and the like. The children loved it! We also used the square
this year for the first time with the bakery sale. That worked really well, and I’m sure
boosted sales.
Early morning saw snow, sleet and rain, which made anticipation of the event a bit
worrisome. It was a bit reminiscent of the “1930’s Silver Tea” a few years ago, when we
had a blizzard that morning, but this didn’t deter or visitors. By 11:45 we were ready, all
guides were in their places and set to give their tours. Cookies, tea, cups and spoons
and all accoutrements were in place and ready. (coffee was a few minutes late) At
precisely noon, we got slammed! At the entrance on the porch the men offered the
public, masks if they so desired. The guides were also given the choice to be masked.
In the dining room, we normally have two large silver trays of cookies to offer the pubic.
This year we had only one tray out at a time and someone with gloves, taking the
cookie of choice off the tray and handing it to the eager visitor. We also had the lady
pouring, do cream and sugar too. This was our attempt at keeping things safer and not
having everyone touching everything. Trying to keep things safer during Covid. It
worked, but I hope we don’t have to do it again next year. Twice during the event, I went
into the living room and cranked up the old Edison Phonograph. We only have one
Christmas record to play. I hope by next year we will have at least two more.
At 12:50, not even an hour into the event, we got the word that almost all the bakery
had been sold! WOW! That took us by surprise! A lot of people seem to buy their bakery
and then go for the tour in the house. We always keep extra cookies in the kitchen to
replenish the trays on the table. So, it was decided that the Publik house could take our
three big containers of extra cookies to plate, to sell. That held them until about 2:30
when they were almost out again! An executive decision was made to fill up one last
tray for the table, and give the rest to the Publik House to sell. By the end of the event,
all the bakery was sold and there were only maybe 3 dozen cookies left on the tray on
the table. I BELIEVE I WILL NEED MORE BAKERS NEXT YEAR!
COOKIE SALE
DECEMBER 5, 2021
ON SATURDAY WHILE SETTING UP WE SOLD;
16- PLATES COOKIES =$64.00
6- BAKED GOODS

= $26.00

7-MISC. ITEMS

= $18.75

$108.75

DECEMBER 5TH;
179- COOKIE PLATES = $716.00
51 - BAKED GOODS =
MISC -

$160.75

$1008.50

= $131.75

TOTAL; $1117.25
Many thanks to all the volunteers who helped make the 2021 Silver Tea a success!
Newsletter-Jordan Euclide
The newsletter has come out as often as possible this year. I try to get out an issue of
the newsletter 3-4 times a year typically before the quarterly meetings. It always
includes a list of events, articles about projects happening around the society and about
the history of Menomonee Falls. If you have any items you would like to be included in
the newsletter, specifically items that are relevant to the history of Menomonee Falls or
the Historical Society specifically. The newsletter includes a variety of information about
the current activities happening at the historical society and I would like to see it include
more articles that would inform the newer and younger members of the society about
the history of Menomonee Falls.
Volunteers-Chris Schultz, Jordan Euclide
Our four main events require volunteers in a variety of places; admissions, guiding in
houses, parking, concessions and people to serve beer.
This year we were lucky, the World War II event had anywhere from 24 to 37
volunteers, On Saturday Civil War encampment had 34, Sunday was 26.
Along with these two plus the Car show and Roaring 20’s the beer garden uses at least
3 volunteers to pour beer and four to serve food.
Thirty one volunteers from the Menomonee Falls Student Council and several Boys
Scouts that parked cars helped the Halloween Family Fun Nights be successful, along
with all the other volunteers.
The Silver Tea requires 18 to 20 volunteers. That doesn’t include the many people that
bake the
cookies and other ‘goodies” that make this event successful.
The committee thanks all the volunteers that make our events something everyone
should visit.
Acquisitions and Collections- Chris Schultz, Diane Harley and Marlene Fay
The focus of this committee is to catalog the donations of new artifacts.
This is done with the use of the Past Perfect software program. This program allows us
to give each item a number, which is put on the item and then a picture is taken. The
number is the way to track where the artifact is located.

This year we were lucky to receive railroad artifacts from Jeff Geil and Mike Hecker.
They will be displayed in the Caboose and in the Depot.
Dan Walker, who at one time lived in the Sparrow Cabin, donated an old milk pail.
Christy Ledbetter found an old Honey Acre Jar. We were given books from Menomonee
Falls schools that are displayed in the School House.
These are just a few of the donations we’ve received. We’d like it if there’s a connection
to Menomonee Fall if not, we try to fit it in.
Rentals-Chris Schultz, Diane Harley
The Historical Society rents the meeting room in the Public House, the Pavilion and
several sections of the grounds. This room can be rented almost any time of the year,
except on the Saturdays from May to October during the Beer Garden.
There were rentals in April, May, June, August and September. The rentals range from
an Easter gathering; 20 people, retirement party; 40 - 50, family lunch; 12 (in the
Pavilion), a Company gathering; 30 also using the Pavilion and three Bridal Showers
totaling 87 guests.
Two Boy Scout Courts of Honor were held in the Pavilion, one on August 28 and
September 26.
Information about renting our facilities can be found on the website
Old FallsVillage.com, or by calling 262-250-3901.
Historian-Jill Schmidt
Presentations (resumed after a break because of covid restrictions)
1)
2)
3)
4)

August- Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, “Young at Heart”, 20-25 people.
September-Grace Commons Senior Living, 50+ people.
October-Red Hat Ladies at Village Bowl, 15-20 people.
Presentation at the Historical Society Quarterly Meeting, full house

All presentations at this time are approximately an hour and fifteen minutes. They are
about some of the people and buildings of our village, what and where they were, the
families that lived/worked there, and what’s there now. If you or anyone you know is
looking for a presentation for their group, just contact the Historical Society: (262-2503901) There is no charge, but free will donations will gladly be accepted.
Requests for information
1) Mark Mullinax requested obituaries for Jerome and Rolland DeKoning. They
were located and sent.
2) American Legion Post requested pictures to make a display by the entrance
to their building. Various old pictures of their Color Guard, Building, band and
parades were sent. More information was requested in December by Tom

Branta. Another old picture was found when the building was owned by
Andrew Heder, the harness maker. He built the building in 1891. Also shared
the information that American Legion bought it from the Masons in 1947. The
Masons bought it from Citizen State Bank in 1924. Sometime between then
and when Andrew Heder owned it, Fred Thomas used this building as his
hardware store.
3) Patty Malgieri requested info on her great grandfather Peter Somers. Plat
maps, newspaper articles, land patent records were obtained and sent. Info
on contacting St. Dominic’s was included, as the family is buried there.
4) Clyde Henningsen from Arkansas went to an antique sale, and bought a crate
with “Neu’s Famous Spring Menomonee Falls Wisc.” on it. He contacted the
Society in hopes that maybe we knew something about its history and if
anyone wanted it. Up to this point the crate contained cobbler’s tools. I
responded to his letter with:
George Neu was owner and operator of a local Ginsing soft drink plant here
in Menomonee Falls. His plant was located at the bottom of the “Big Hill” not
far from the river and the lime kilns, next to a fresh spring. It was a
prosperous business until the village decided to put in sewer facilities. In
digging the trench to put in the piping, the contractors cut through the course
of the spring, causing it to divert to another route. This put George and his
two sons, Albert and Hugo out of business. (I sent him a picture) (SIDE
NOTE: by 1957 when Hugo died, his daughter Jan was married to Vic Perrin,
the “voice” of the Outer Limits…”There is nothing wrong with your television
set”) The picture shows George and his delivery truck. Look in the back of the
truck….it’s filled with crates like what you found! The historical Society would
LOVE to have your crate, to make a display in our local museum. Would you
consider donating it to us? Please keep in touch.” We haven’t heard from
Clyde since.
5) Tracy Turner requested information on Gotlieb and Dorothea Schumann.
Since they both died in the 1880’s there wasn’t much I could find on them in
the old newspaper, as our issues don’t go back that far. Numerous articles
were found on their children, who stayed in the area and married. All those
articles were forwarded to Tracy.
Talk of the Town
1) Each month there is a Facebook Post made through the local cable site, Falls
Channel 14. It is called Talk of the Town. It is a 3-4 minute compilation of the
Menomonee Falls News from 100 years ago. Articles of interest along with
pictures that we can find in the library’s archives or from family members, are
made into a “broadcast”. It also includes birthdays and anniversaries from the
four dates of publication that month, along with pictures, if they can be found.
There is even a “Household Hints” section we say came from Antonia Class,
(her and her husband Henry were lifelong Fussville residents) that includes
100 year old hints for household maintenance, cooking and daily life. This

monthly feature is researched and written by me, edited, added to and
performed by Carole McGibany, and Sean McGibany does the video-taping
and adds the music. We have found this is a wonderful way to teach about
our local history. Our following has been very appreciative and we’ve had
positive comments all around! This in every way follows and executes the
Historical Society Mission Statement.
Citizen Spotlight
1) Along with Talk of the Town, we will occasionally add another feature called
Citizen Spotlight. This is where we single out a village pioneer or someone
who was in some way a substantial contributor to the establishment of or
continuation of our village. This year we featured:
1) Dr. Edward W. Burkhardt-one of our horse and buggy country doctors.
2) Fred Thomas-who ran Thomas Hardware Store on Appleton Ave. for more
than 40 years.
Library
1) In conjunction with the local library, there is a new collection being formed.
Instead of people disposing of their old family funeral cards, we are asking that people
donate them to the History Room, where they are scanned and catalogued and filed
alphabetically to use for genealogical research in perpetuity. A wonderful resource for
information on villagers who have passed years ago. Please call me if you would like to
make a donation of your family’s cards. (Jill 262-255-3728)
2) Indexing the old Menomonee Falls News continues. 1936 has been completed
and added to the Files.
Landmark Magazine
This is a quarterly publication which includes local information. I submitted an
article about Garwin Mace, our first Village President and Owner of the Lime Kilns.
Including pictures and information on his business and family, it was accepted and
published.

Dr. Terrance “Terry” Inda
June 2, 1926-Aug 24, 2021

Dedication of Tree for Warren Granke
One hundred and fifty or so friends, and relatives gathered at Old Falls
Village on Sunday August 8th, to dedicate a tree in honor of Warren
Granke, and his years served as not only a member, but also our Historical
Society President for multiple terms. The pastor from Grace Lutheran
Church led the dedication liturgy. After the ceremony, music and
refreshments were enjoyed by all. The tree is located just east of the
School and Sunny Side Bell Tower, and is marked by a special plaque.

